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1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 This report is to advise Members of the contents of the first annual report produced by 
the Social Work Inspection Agency, (SWIA), which reviews the deaths of all Looked 
After Children in Scotland, between 30.03.06 and 30.03.08 

 

   
   

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 The report considers the circumstances of 29 children and young people who died 
during the above period and who were Looked After at the time of their death.  It 
draws some conclusions based on this information which will be considered by Social 
Work Services. 

 

   
2.2 It is important to note that there have been no deaths of children looked after by the 

Council in this time frame. The Service however acknowledges the importance of 
ensuring appropriate risk assessments are undertaken and that we consider the 
implications of the report in the development of our service to children who are looked 
after. 

 

   
   

3.0 RECOMMENDATION  
   

        3.1 That Members note the contents of this report.  

 
 
Robert Murphy 
Acting Corporate Director, Social Care 



 
   

4.0 BACKGROUND  
   

4.1 Local authorities are required under Regulation 15 of the Children (Scotland) Act 
1995, to report any death of a  looked after child or young person to SWIA.  In such 
instances SWIA act on behalf of Scottish Ministers to consider the circumstances 
surrounding the death and to identify any practice issues or other lessons which may 
be learned.  In doing this they work with HMIe and the Scottish Government Health 
Directorate. 

 

   
4.2 For the first time SWIA have brought together all the information about the deaths of 

looked after children in order to: 
 

o Describe the groups of children/young people and the reasons for their 
deaths 

o Consider the circumstances of their deaths 
o Comment on the content and quality of reports which local authorities provide 

to SWIA in such circumstances 
o Identify any implications for the care of children and young people who are 

looked after. 
 

 

   
 4.3 There were 29 deaths of looked after children reported to SWIA between 30th March 

2006 and 30th March 2008 between the ages of 1 year to 17 years with the majority 
being aged 15 to 17 years.  These children/young people came from a total of 18 
local authorities.  14 local authorities including Inverclyde did not report any deaths 
during this period. 

 

   
                 4.4 The causes of death for these children and young people fell broadly into three 

groups: 
o 17 children and young people died from life limiting illnesses  
o 4 died as a result of  road accidents 
o 7 died as a result of self harm or as the result of an undetermined intent as 

defined by the Registrar General   
o One child was murdered.  

 
The reports on children with life limiting conditions indicated that the majority had 
received very good care from their families, foster carers or in units.  Of those who 
died as a result of intentional self harm or as the result of an event of undetermined 
intent, all but one were male and aged between 13 and 16 years and all but one had 
given previous indications of their intention to harm themselves.  The majority died 
between 11.30p.m. and 3a.m.  Most had had long involvement with social work 
services and many of their families had significant problems with alcohol and 
substance misuse.   Most, but not all, were accommodated the largest group under 
voluntary arrangements rather than through the Children’s Hearing System. 

 

   
                 4.5 The report reached some conclusions about practice.  

 
 It indicated that where there is a risk of self harming, that risk assessments 

and management plans should be regularly reviewed.  
  It recognised that night staff have a key responsibility for responding to 

young people who are in distress and that this should be recognised in 
training, support and supervision 

 it confirms the importance of assessing potential kinship carers before a 
related child is placed with them. 

  
Finally  
 

 It highlights some complex legal issues for local authorities in such 
situations when they have parental responsibilities and rights for young 

 



people who die while in care in respect of turning off life support 
systems, giving consent for the retention of body parts and funeral 
arrangements.   

   
   

5.0 PROPOSALS  
   

5.1 Children and Families services have considered the conclusions in the report. 
Managers will ensure that through our regular supervision of staff and associated 
training that fieldwork and residential staff members are supported to manage the 
risks identified by the risk assessment undertaken on the most vulnerable looked 
after children and young people. 

 

 
   

6.0 IMPLICATIONS  
   

6.1 Legal: There are no legal implications.  
   
 Finance:.There are no financial implications.  
   
 Personnel:  There are no personnel implications.  
   
 Equalities: The issue of equalities is integral to the delivery of Social Work Services.  
   
   

7.0 LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS  
   

7.1 SWIA Report on Deaths of Looked After Children 2006 & 2007.  
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